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PUPPIES PUPPIES

On a brisk July day in Chicago, Queer Thoughts sat down with Puppies Puppies for tea and 
conversation. Puppies Puppies arrived with croissants and a bouquet of calla lilies.

What does it feel like to be a dog?
Woof.

Will you always be Puppies Puppies or will you someday be Dogs Dogs?
-�XLMRO�IZIRXYEPP]�SRI�HE]�4YTTMIW�4YTTMIW�[MPP�IZSPZI�MRXS�(SKW�(SKW��FYX�-�XLMRO�JSV�RS[�-�
PMOI�XLI�ITLIQIVEP�REXYVI�SJ�MX�EW�E�WXEKI�MR�E�PMJI�G]GPI��-�PMOI�XLEX�MX Ẃ�E�XIQTSVEP�XLMRK�

In your recent show at Oliver Francis Gallery, the surveillance mirrors and 
sanitizing hand foam brought the immersive environment to a new level of 
anxiety. Does your work come from a critical perspective or is criticality no 
longer possible?
-�XLMRO�MX�GSQIW�JVSQ�XLI�TIVWTIGXMZI�SJ�E�VIEH]�QEHI��ERH�]SY�GER�TVSNIGX�YTSR�MX�MJ�]SY�
[ERX��IWTIGMEPP]�FIGEYWI�MX Ẃ�NYWX�ER�SFNIGX�XLEX�[I�EPVIEH]�WII�SYX�MR�XLI�[SVPH��-�XLMRO�-�XV]�
XS�GVIEXI�WMXYEXMSRW�MR�[LMGL�XLI�SFNIGXW�EVI�GVMXMGEP��FYX�-�HS�MX�MR�E�[E]�XLEX�PIEZIW�MX�STIR�
JSV�XLI�ZMI[IV�XS�QEOI�XLSWI�GSRRIGXMSRW¯PMOI�XLI�EFWYVHMX]�SJ�LS[�[I´ZI�GSQI�XS�XLIWI�
TVIZIRXEXMZI�QIEWYVIW¯PMOI�LS[�4YVIPP� MW�GVIEXMRK�VIWMWXERGI�XS�ERXMFMSXMGW��WS� MX Ẃ�EGXYEPP]�
GEYWMRK�XLI�TVSFPIQ�XLEX�MX Ẃ�WYTTSWIH�XS�TVIZIRX�

In the installation you presented in the show Queer Thoughts, curated at New 
Capital, you displayed a scrolling LED sign with the Puppies Puppies rendition 
SJ�XLI�±-�,EZI�%�(VIEQ²�WTIIGL��[LIVI�]SY�HIGPEVIH�]SYV�EWTMVEXMSR�XS�JIIH�
all of the dogs in the world. Do you still believe in this dream? Does Puppies 
Puppies believe in egalitarianism and democracy?
-�XLMRO�4YTTMIW�4YTTMIW�HSIW�FIPMIZI�MR�XLSWI�XLMRKW��FYX�NYWX�SR�XLI�WYVJEGI��-�XLMRO�-�[EW�
QSVI�MRXIVIWXIH�MR�XLI�MHIEW�FILMRH�XLEX�EVX[SVO�VEXLIV�XLER�EGXYEPP]�JYP½PPMRK�XLIQ��-�XLMRO�
MX Ẃ�QSVI�SJ�E�TSPMXMGMER Ẃ�WXERHTSMRX�SR�XLSWI�XLMRKW��WSQISRI�XLEX�[SYPH� NYWX�KS�SYX� MR�
TYFPMG�ERH�WE]�I believe in those things��FYX�RSX�EGXYEPP]�HS�ER]XLMRK�

It’s sort of like the Facebook level of democracy, like we are all engaged but 
we have no power.
=IEL��]SY�WLS[�TISTPI�[LEX�]SY�[ERX�XLIQ�XS�XLMRO�]SY�FIPMIZI�MR��IZIR�MJ�]SY�HSR´X�EGXMZIP]�
support those ideas. 

,S[�HS�]SY�JIIP�EFSYX�4YTT]�4PE]#
4YTT]�TPE]��;EMX��[LEX�MW�XLEX#�-W�4YTT]�4PE]�PMOI�PIEXLIV#

Like where you dress up as dogs and pant and sniff each other.
8LI�½VWX�XLMRK�XLEX�GEQI�YT�EX�XLI�WLS[�MR�(EPPEW�[EW�XLEX�MX�[EW�PMOI�E�±JYVV]²�GSWXYQI��
IWTIGMEPP]�[MXL�XLI�X[S�FIHW� MR�XLI� MRWXEPPEXMSR�� -X�[EW�OMRH�SJ�GVIIT]��IWTIGMEPP]�[MXL�XLI�
QMVVSV�JEGMRK�XLI�FIHW��-�XLMRO�MX Ẃ�HI½RMXIP]�ER�EWTIGX�SJ�XLI�EVX[SVO�

When did you know that Puppies Puppies was your destiny? 
-� XLMRO� MX�[EW�SZIV�E�]IEV�EKS�� -� KSX� XLI� MHIE� JVSQ�XLMW� KY]� -�ORI[�[LS�[IRX�GVE^]�ERH�
disappeared into the middle of nowhere. On his Facebook all he left were pictures of kittens, 
IZIV]�WMRKPI�MQEKI�[EW�OMXXIRW��ERH�LI�TYX�³/MXXIRW´�EW�LMW�REQI��;LIR�-�LIEVH�EFSYX�XLEX�-�
was like, that’s brilliant��7S�-�NYWX�EHSTXIH�MX�ERH�W[MXGLIH�MX�XS�HSKW�MRWXIEH�SJ�GEXW��-�PSZIH�XLI�
MHIE�SJ�WSQISRI�HMWETTIEVMRK�ERH�SRP]�PIEZMRK�TMGXYVIW�SJ�ERMQEPW�MR�XLIMV�TPEGI�

Which contemporary artist, if any, would you take to the puppy park?
,QQ����;LS� LEZI� -� FIIR� OMRH� SJ� SFWIWWIH�[MXL� VIGIRXP]#� -X�[SYPH� TVSFEFP]� FI�(EVVIR�
&EHIV©�SV�/MXX]�/VEYW�

You were recently overseas, do you think the attitude in Europe is more open 
to a dog in search of it all?
=IW��HI½RMXIP]��MX�MW�QSVI�TVSRI�XS�[ERHIVMRK�[LMGL�-�XLMRO�MW�KSSH��-�EGXYEPP]�NYWX�VIEH�XLMW�
EVXMGPI�EFSYX�HSKW�MR�1SWGS[�XLEX�LEZI�½KYVIH�SYX�LS[�XS�REZMKEXI�XLI�QIXVS�W]WXIQ��8LI]�
ORS[�XLI�WQIPP�SJ�XLI�WXSTW�XLI]�LEZI�XS�KIX�SJJ�EX��WS�XLI]�KIX�SR�XLI�XVEMR�ERH�KIX�SJJ�
[LIVIZIV�XLI]�LEZI�XS�KS©�

±9RXMXPIH²��6E[LMHI�FSRI�[MXL�8LEM�LIVFEP�IWXVSKIR�WYTTPIQIRXW��������
-QEKI�GSYVXIW]�SJ�XLI�EVXMWX��ERH�5YIIV�8LSYKLXW��'LMGEKS�
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